
 

 

November 17, 2022 

 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Gunderson called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance at 9:00 a.m.  Commissioner Redland was 
absent.  Pat Pfund of the Norman County Index was in attendance.   
 
Chairman Gunderson asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  A/T Hanson noted she had several 
additions:  1) Land Lease bid for the county owned land in Lake Ida Township, 2) David Stene, CFO, at 9:15 a.m. for 
discussion to rent garage space from Mark Anderson, with a short-term lease agreement for rental of space for five months, 
3) Ben Fall, Chief Deputy, at 9:45 a.m. with regard to electric heater replacement and window coverings in the new dispatch 
area.  Commissioner Bommersbach noted he would like to give an Airport Committee report.  Commissioner Bommersbach 
made a motion to approve the agenda with additions.   Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item of business brought forward by Chairman Gunderson was the approval of the minutes of the October 27th 
meeting.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Hall seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item of business brought forward were the minutes submitted for the November 4th meeting.  Commissioner Hall 
made a motion to approve the minutes of the November 4th meeting.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion 
and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item of business brought forward were the Voting Delegate and Alternate for the AMC Conference to be held 
December 4-7th in Bloomington.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to place Marvin Gunderson as the voting delegate with 
Steve Bommersbach as the alternate.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
A/T Hanson brought forward the bid received from Michael Kitchell for the 72 tillable acres of land in Lake Ida Township, at 
a rate of $93.00 per acre.   Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to accept the bid received from Michael Kitchell at 
$93.00 per acre, for a two-year lease.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item of miscellaneous business was to pay the bills that were submitted electronically.  Commissioner Hall made a 
motion to pay the bills as submitted:   
 
Revenue - $15,011.85   E-911 - $14.78   Road & Bridge - $23,750.01 
 
Building - $6,928.00   Forfeited - $320.50  Public Health - $2,967.07   
  
Solid Waste - $31,146.48   County Homes - $95.00  TOTAL - $ 80,233.69 
 
Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Gunderson then asked Commissioner Bommersbach for his update from the Airport Committee.  Commissioner 
Bommersbach explained that an Airport Plan has not been done in quite some time and they had been exploring the idea of 
doing a plan to see whether airport improvements needed are manageable by the Airport Authority or if they will need 
major runway replacement, as that may run into much more than the Airport Authority or even the county would want to 
support.  It may determine whether the county would continue to have an airport.  It was decided by the Airport 
Committee to proceed with the plan, hoping to determine whether improvements needed are manageable by the Airport 
Authority or how to proceed in the future.   
 
At 9:23 a.m. David Stene, CFO, addressed the board noting that he and Commissioner Hall had met with Mark Anderson 
with regard to acquiring property owned by Mr. Anderson to the west of the courthouse that contains a 3-stall garage.  Mr. 
Anderson noted that at this time he was not interested in selling the property, but would be interested in renting the 
middle stall of the garage to the county in a short-term lease, for $100.00 per month for December through April of 2023, 



 

 

for storage of the lawn tractor/snowblower.   Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the short-term 
rental agreement for $100.00 per month for a term of 5 months, December 2022 through April 2023.  Commissioner Hall 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 9:30 a.m. Garry Johanson, ESO, addressed the board noting that he had a meeting on November 16th with the local fire 
departments.  Mr. Johanson also noted the solid waste grant is moving along.  Mr. Johanson noted the hot item in solid 
waste discussions at this time is PFOS which is called forever chemicals.   
 
Mr. Johanson noted that beginning in January 2023, he will become President of the MN Association of Planning and Zoning 
Administrators.  He will be attending the AMC Conference December 4-7th.  He also noted that currently the Norman 
County Planning & Zoning Committee has 9 members, down from 11 due to retirements.  He is looking for direction from 
the board as to whether they want to reappoint new members to the board or if they want to change to a 9-member 
board.   
 
The last item on Mr. Johanson’s agenda was a proposed lease with Enterprise Fleet Management for a 2023 RAM 1500 
Classic 4x4 Quad Cab pickup.  Mr. Johanson noted that last year at this time the board had approved a lease with Enterprise 
for a Ford pickup, but he had been notified earlier this fall that Ford had cancelled the order.  This was just a discussion item 
at this point, he would bring it back to the next meeting for approval.   
 
At 9:45 a.m. Ben Fall, Chief Deputy, NCSO, addressed the board with a proposed replacement of the wall heaters in the area 
that is being remodeled for the Dispatch Center.  He noted these were original to the annex building and he felt that an 
upgrade would be more efficient and advantageous to do at the time they were remodeling.  Deputy Fall also proposed the 
purchase of new window treatments for the Dispatch Center also.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to allow the Sheriff’s 
Dept to replace the two wall heaters in the area for the new Dispatch Center.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Gunderson then called for a break before proceeding with the Road & Bridge agenda.   
 
At 10:00 a.m. Keith Berndt, County Engineer, addressed the board with his agenda.  The first item on Mr. Berndt’s agenda 
was the formation of the West Central Regional Water District and brought Daniel Marx, Attorney with Flaherty & Hood, 
into the meeting by Zoom, along with Sarah Sisselman, AE2 Technologies, by phone.  Discussion ensued as to how the 
development of the Water District would move forward following the approval of a resolution from each of the three 
counties involved, Polk, Norman and Clay Counties, wanting to establish a public water system necessary to ensure 
sustainable access to potable water for residents and businesses, to benefit the public and promote public health.  A map of 
the proposed water district was shared which will ensure a network of sustainable water supply infrastructure to benefit an 
estimated 14,000 people with an annual potable water need of approximately 360 million gallons.  Commissioner 
Bommersbach asked whether once established, if some additional towns or cities would wish to join the district, will it be 
difficult to include them, and felt this should be considered at the time of creating the district, to allow for easy expansion if 
desired.  Commissioner Jacobson asked about financial obligation once the resolution is signed, if Norman County would be 
on the hook if Polk and Clay decided not to sign a resolution.  The formation is contingent on all three counties moving 
forward, so Norman County would not be obligated, should Clay and Polk not adopt the resolution.   
 
Attorney Marx explained that once all counties have adopted the resolution, we begin with District Court, and 
optimistically, he feels it will be 6-8 months before the actual formation of the district, which depends on the District Court 
proceedings.   
 
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adopt CR-11-17-2022-1 A Resolution Approving the Establishment of the West 
Central Regional Water District & Commencement of Water System Establishment Proceedings.  Commissioner Hall 
seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were three yeas from Commissioners Bommersbach, Hall and Jacobson, 
and one nay from Commissioner Gunderson.  The resolution was adopted on a 3-1 vote.  A copy of the resolution is on file 
in the A/T Office.   
 
At 10:40 a.m. Jason Hastings, County Attorney, addressed the board with regard to MnCCC’s current support agreement 
with Strategic Technologies, Inc. (STI) which will expire 12/31/2022.  Noting that the County Attorney User Group through 



 

 

MnCCC has approved a new agreement for enhancement and modernization of software infrastructure support through STI 
and he would recommend the renewal agreement and ratification by Chairman Gunderson.  Commissioner Bommersbach 
made a motion to approve the renewal agreement through MnCCC with STI with Chairman Gunderson approving the 
ratification.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Gunderson then brought forward the bills that had not been listed on the abstract at the last meeting, but were 
authorized to be paid by the board.  A/T Hanson provided an updated abstract that included the bills for the Highway Dept 
that had not been listed on the previous abstract.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve signature on 
11/17/2022 of the payment of warrants that were approved on 11/04/2022 that were not listed on the original abstract.  
Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  The updated abstract was signed by the four commissioners 
who were present at the November 4th meeting.   
 
Seeing there was no more business before the board at this time, Chairman Gunderson adjourned the meeting at this time 
to reconvene at Riverview Farms – Waukon Dairy at 2 p.m. for a tour.   
 
At 2 p.m. Chairman Gunderson reconvened the meeting at the Waukon Dairy for a tour of the dairy facility, led by Kari 
Visser.  Commissioners Gunderson and Jacobson were present along with Garry Johanson, ESO, David Stene, CFO, Donna 
Hanson, A/T, Pat and Ross Pfund of the Index, and Peter Jacobson.  Midway through the tour we were joined by Ron Visser, 
Manager, as well as Damon Knobloch and Nathan Collins.  The tour was very interesting, and provided us with much 
information about the new dairy facility in eastern Norman County.    The tour concluded in the viewing area overlooking 
the milking carousel.  Chairman Gunderson adjourned the meeting at 3:45 p.m. 
 
 
 
______________________________________  _________________________________________ 
Marvin Gunderson, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer  


